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1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SINGAPORE COLOR TELEVISION INDUSTRY 
IS RELATIVELY NEW. TWO LOCAL COMPANIES (SETRON AND ROXY) 
PREVIOUSLY MANUFACTURING MONOCHROME SETS, 

STARTED ASSEMBLING COLOR TVS IN 1974 UNDER BRAND NAMES 
OF TELEFUNKEN, SONY, SHARP, SANYO, AND NATIONAL. ALL PRO- 
DUCTION THESE FIRMS IS SOLD LOCALLY (LOCALLY ASSEMBLED 
SETS ENJOY PROTECTION OF 25 PERCENT AD VALOREM DUTY). 

2. IN 1976, HITACHI OPENED FACILITY MANUFACTURING COLOR SETS, 

BOTH PAL AND NTS UNITS. 

3. OVER NEXT FIVE YEARS, SINGAPORE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
(EDB) SEES SIGNIFICANT GROWTH FOR SINGAPORE COLOR TV MANUFACTURE. 
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IT PROJECTS INCREASE FROM 65,000 UNITS IN 1976 TO 160,000 
IN 1977, AND 800,000 BY 1981. PROJECTIONS ARE BASED ON PROJECT 
PROPOSALS PRESENTLY RECEIVED BY EDB. 

4. SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT POLICY IS CLEARLY TO ENCOURAGE GROWTH 
OF COLOR TV INDUSTRY. HOPE IS THAT IT CAN REACH SUFFICIENT 

SIZE TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL COMPONENT MANUFACTURING. 
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GOS WOULD PARTICULARLY LIKE TO SEE TUBE MANUFACTURING HERE (IT 
HAS BEEN BRUITED ABOUT FOR SOME TIME NOW THAT HITACHI, AND 
POSSIBLY PHILIPS, ARE CONSIDERING COLOR CRT MANUFACTURE 
HERE). 

5. U.S. AND OTHER ELECTRONICS FIRMS IN SINGAPORE ARE ALREADY 
PRODUCING WIDE RANGE OF TV COMPONENTS. G.E., FOR EXAMPLE, 

ETCHES AND ASSEMBLES PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS; AIRCO MAKES CARBON 
FILM RESISTORS. SINGAPORE THUS CAN BE FAIRLY COMPETITIVE WITH 
COLOR UNITS ON WORLD MARKETS. 

6. IN ABSENCE OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE INDENTITY 

OF FIRMS PLANNING NEW PRODUCTION FACILITIES. WE CAN ONLY SPE- 
CULATE AS TO WHETHER OR NOT UNITED STATES MARKET IS SINGAPORE 
EXPORT OBIECTIVE. HOWEVER, HITACHI ALREADY PRODUCING 
SETS COMPATIBLE WITH U.S. SYSTEM. PHILIPS, NOW MAJOR MONOCHROME 
PRODUCER, ALSO STRONGLY RUMORED TO BE GOING INTO COLOR TV 
PRODUCTION HERE. PHILIPS EXISTING MONOCHROME MARKETS ARE UK 
AND NETHERLANDS. 

7. REQUESTED SINGAPORE EXPORT STATISTICS FOLLOW: 

8. SINGAPORE EXPORTS OF TELEVISION RECEIVERS (MONOCHROME AND COLOR). 
1971-75: 


YEAR TOTAL UK NETHERLANDS CANADA USA 

UNITS 

1971 2,300 
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1972 

32,800 

3,600 - 

- 

1973 

66,500 

300 5,600 - 

- 

1974 

149,200 

36,600 71,400 

6,800 

1975 

352,000 

132,200 81,900 

25,900 


9. PRODUCTION OF COLOR TELEVISION SETS: 

1974- 15,000 UNITS 

1975- 24,000 UNITS 

1976- 65,000 UNITS 

10. STATISTICS DO NOT GIVE BREAKDOWN BETWEEN MONOCHROME AND 
COLOR SET EXPORTS. HOWEVER, LOCAL CONSUMPTION IS SMALL. 

MOST COLOR SETS PRODUCED. AND ALL PRODUCED BY HITACHI, ARE 
EXPORTED. HITACHI'S MAIN MARKETS ARE AUSTRALIA AND CANADA. 
END UNCLASSIFIED. 

11. LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: 
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EMBASSY UNAWARE OF ANY GOS REACTION TO ITC DECISION. PRESS 
HAS GIVEN STORY APPROPRIATE PLAY. BUT HAS ALSO REFRAINED FROM 
COMMENT TO DATE. SINCE SINGAPORE LIVES ON TRADE, HOWEVER, 

WE WOULD EXPECT GOS TO BE WORRIED BY ITC DEVELOPMENT. FACT THAT 
IT HAS REFRAINED FROM COMMENT THUS FAR MAY BE DUE TO FACT 
THAT U.S. IS NOT ONE OF EXISTING PRINCIPAL MARKETS FOR SINGAPORE 
TV EXPORTTS. SINGAPORE MAY ALSO HAVE DECIDED ON STRATEGY OF 
LOW PROFILE ON QUESTION, IN HOPES THAT IT WILL BE OVERLOOKED 
(AND THUS BENEFIT) SHOULD VOLUNTARY QUOTAS BE APPLIES JAPANESE 
PRODUCTION. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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